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Overview on selected description and identification software 

Presented by Gregor Hagedorn (BBA)

Pure Multiple Entry keys (optimized for this)

· these tend to be good for the narrow identification purpose, but achieve this by focussing and ignoring other purposes (data management, using data for natural language descriptions, keys, or analysis purposes).

ETI Linneaeus II/III (Netherlands)

· Authoring system (originally for CDs) for text, images, literature, etc.

· Model: "Write this in Word, we will convert this into authoring system"

· Structured descriptive data appear only in the form of a plugin. 

· NEXUS-Based multiple entry key, no text, no continuous data (leaf length)

· Platforms: Mac and Windows

· Lucid (CBIT, Australia, Queensland)

· Optimized multiple entry key

· No text, but some continuous data support (Min, Range, Max)

· Has limited annotations on character data

· Taxa are strings

· Has own format (Lucid Interchange format), Import/Limited export of DELTA data (partial), NEW: SDD support

· Important: Has Builder and Player, Player is free, Builder costs

· Moore Foundation has paid 400 licenses for developing countries and workshops

· Closed Source software

· Platforms: Java, it can run locally as well as over the web.


Xper2

· Optimized multiple entry key

· No text, no continuous data support, no annotations (?)

· Taxa are strings

· Has own format (XPer), concrete PLANS for SDD

· Online web-based editor!

· Open Source software 

· Platforms: Java, it can run locally as well as over the web.

Descriptive tools for dichotomous/polytomous keys

· Not supported by any of above

· Special tool: Lucid/CBIT Phoenix

·  is good for reengineering existing printed keys"

· From below: CSIRO DELTA (and Pankey)

General purpose descriptive tools


· Pankey for DOS (UK) is no longer under ongoing development, not further 
considered.

CSIRO DELTA (Australia)

· Support all of categorical, continous (Min, lower Range, Mean/Single, upper Range, Max) and text data

· Supports generating "natural language" descriptions, has ID-key ("Intkey").

· DOS-versions (and thin Windows shell) 

· New Delta matrix (full Windows)

· Oldest, very capable & well tested, often complicated system (requires often writing batch command files)

· Has NEXUS export support

· Closed Source software

· Platforms: DOS, Windows

· Many software products are shells for the CSIRO DELTA programs.

DeltaAccess (Germany)

· Support all of categorical, continuous and text data

· Support 98% of DELTA (import/export(

· Goes beyond DELTA, which can only partly be exported back to DELTA

· Has editor but originally analysis software

· Has fairly reliable own natural language description algorithm

· Has an Multiple Entry key "demonstration" (primarily intended as search 
engine analysis!)

· Web-based identication by export to DELTA, and e.g. Navikey!

· Does not support reduction of characters to those diagnostic.

· May be done by export to DELTA-> CSIRO DELTA

· SDD supports is planned (needs funding!)

· Open Source software 

· Platform: Windows: MS Access


Special Cases
Mesquite (USA; successor of MacClade)

· NEXUS based, intended for phylogenetic work

· Very good if phylogenetics is primary goal.

· Open Source software 

· Platform: JAVA-based 

· EFG (Electronic field guide) producing SDD editor, including NEXUS import

Biolink (Australia, Steve Shattuck)

· Whole suite of components for all kinds of biodiversity software, containing a unique approach to descriptive data (free text with inserted coded data).

· GH has no hands-on-experience, current status not known

· Closed source. Earlier versions were commercial, but no probably still 
freeware/letterware.

· Platform: Windows 

